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There have been changes in the human and the natural
environment through history, including the relationship
between population and the environment. Various
concepts have emerged for explaining these changes.
The purpose of this study is to analyse some of the
population-environment concepts, in order to improve
global environmental policies. "Limits to growth",
"impact of population”, and "catrying capacity" have
been brought into sharp focus, fot the clarification the
integrative rules of population and natural resources.
Since these concepts have not explained the complex
relationships between population and the envitonment,
a new approach has been introduced to direct these
isolated researches towards multidisciplinary studies.
Priot to offering this approach, the paper has discussed
the efficiency and deficiency of these concepts for
global policymaking, the significance of recognising
global processes in environmental degradation, the
necessity of considering the inequalities of population-
environment potentialities ar}xong regions and, finally,
the importance of analysing population-environment
issues in a structural framework and not as a direct
cause of environmental changes.

Keywords: Envitonment, population, limits of growth,
carrying capacity, global environmental policymaking.
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