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Preliminary Studies of the Lizard Fauna and
their Habitats in Meshkin-Shaht District
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University

Abstract

Iran has rich biodiversity and genetic resources due to its
particular geographic and climatic position. Its lizard fauna
are important in particular. Some studies of lizard fauna in
the country have been conducted, but there are still many
untouched areas which need to be studied. This paper is the
first report of Meshkin-Shahr lizard fauna and their habitats
in central part of Ardebil province. In this study, Meshkin-
Shaht is divided into four study areas and 56 specimens were
collected from one of these areas in September 2003. The
habitat characteristics of each species were also studied.
Collected specimens belong to the following families: Agamidae,
Scincidae, Lacertidae and Anguidae including six genera and
six species of lizard. Laudakia cancasia and Lacerta media media
respectively are found in the highest and Phrynocephalus persicns
in the lowest frequency. In this study we showed that Meshkin-

Shaht is rich in lizard fauna and is deserving of future study.

Keywords: Fauna, lizard, habitat, Meshkin-Shah.
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