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Abstract

So far, two subspecies of Brand't hedgehog (Hemiechinus
hypomelas) from Iran, have been described of which the
taxonomic status is not clearcut due to a lack of through and
in depth population studies. A study was conducted in 2002-
2003 to determine morphologic and morphometeric
characteristics of four populations of Brand't hedgehog; one
mainland population from Kerman and three insular
populations from Qeshm, Hangam and Larak islands. This
is actually the first record of Brand't hedgehog from these
three islands. 56 specimens of the hedgehogs were collected
from different sites. In addition to morphological characters,
23 somatic and cranial measurements were obtained from
cach specimen and subjected to the statistical analysis. The
results revealed morphological differences in some of somatic
characters between Kerman and insular populations and, to
a lesser extent, between the Qeshm and Hangam populations
from the Larak population in terms of body size, spine color
and hair color on body and face. Morphometeric analysis
showed that while the differences between Larak and Kerman
populations were highly significant, these populations from
those of Qeshm and Hangam were different in a lesser
extent.

Keywords: Erinaceidae, Hemiechinns hypomelas, Taxonomy,
Kerman, Qeshm Island, Hangam Island, Larak Island.
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