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Table 2. From concepts to categories
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Table 2 (cont). From concepts to categories
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Members' empowerment Intergroup meetings, Sharing experiences, Taking empowerment courses for
members, Holding meetings among different NGOs, Scientific subjects, Movie
screening, Book reading, Writing lesson plan
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scientific knowledge and expert analysis of plans and comparative studies

LL | o 1500 b bl caibingd slogaz ;o0 &8 1 clawgd 53,5 loy oz o 81 b oLusl
«Silome slad 5o,k 5l bls )l olfisles 5 iolea 10 LSl ()18 (caass slasew b Jili
(o A 40 Cayguiae ol pon 45 (6 a5 S
Meeting new people, Making friends, Participating in friendly groups, Connection
with other NGOs, Mutual relation with expert NGOs, Communicating in conference
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Table 2 (cont). From concepts to categories
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despite multiplicity of thoughts
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First level: affecting L . . . . -
individual life of Affecting individual life of members (reducing energy consumption, making building
members. second level: smart), Children's influence on parents, Passion for environmental activity (planting
: " and collecting garbage), Expressing problems in organizations, Talking to MPs to

affecting people's life oo . L .
g peop approve proposals and create sensitivity in society, Cooperation in writing a charter of

atternability, . o
g;\vironmentgl environmental NGOs activities

sociability of parents),
Third level: affecting
programmers

SO5es g a8l 6,138
Horizontal and vertical influence
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SRR SRR Providing educational and scientific content, Production and presentation of exciting
Planning and scientific content to stakeholders, exchanging professional content via cyberspace,

management Leading workshops and groups, Planning for trips and camping, Group making,
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scientific approachs, referring to NGOs to solve regional and local issues and
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NGOs by governmental organizations and tourists
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Development of relations in NGOs network, Individuals joining NGOs, Membership
via learning about NGOs in conferences and exhibitions, Discovering via social
networks, Exchanging information, Deepening environmental relations, Quantitative
and qualitative development of NGO, Tracking environmental problems legally,
Coordination and connection between NGOs to eliminate structural restrictions,
Tracking and solving problems out of defined organizational boundaries, Exchanging
thoughts, Upgrading individual and social awareness, Analyzing problems with
different approaches and updating NGOs

NGOs
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Updating NGOs
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Table 3. Process of changing categories to cores
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Introduction: Adapting to climate change and changing energy-related behaviors to reduce global warming is
a necessity in today's societies that would not be possible without the full participation of people and groups,
including environmental non-governmental organizations (NGOs). The numerous environmental problems and
the difficulty of urban management in major cities such as Tehran make the need for these organizations more
expansive, as the development of environmental NGOs will lead to increased participation and decision-
making in the field of environment. In this regard, understanding the reasons and motivations of individuals
for participation in NGOs as the main objective of the present study can lead to the development of such
organizations to achieve sustainable development. Previous research in this area has been very few and often
with a quantitative approach.

Material and methods: The approach of this study was interpretation and was done using the grounded theory.
Participants were selected based on a purposive sampling of snowball type from 20 members of environmental
NGOs in Tehran in the year 2018_19. Data were collected using semi-structured interviews and analyzed using
open, axial, and selective coding steps. The concepts were transformed into subcategories and categories and

* Corresponding Author: Email Address. salehi@umz.ac.ir
http://dx.doi.org/10.52547/envs.30853



S e (sl Sl i3 iddasl axllla

the paradigm model was extracted in four parts: causal conditions, confounding conditions, strategies, and
consequences that revolve around the central phenomenon.

Results and discussion: The data analysis showed that causal conditions affecting members' motivation to
participate in environmental NGOs were based on personal reasons (e.g., sensory and naturalistic experiences,
field of study, and transcendental attitudes), interest in environmental activities, and acquisition of dignity.
Also, the influential intervening conditions include structural constraints (environmental fragility, lack of
context for civic activities, etc.), intrinsic environmental value, and neighborhood (natural habitat and
occupational proximity). In addition, the results of the study showed that the strategies adopted by the
executants in the short and long term were symbolic activities, criticism, member empowerment, expert
recruitment, scientific approach to programs, consulting with planners, networking relationships, interaction,
and collective wisdom. Finally, the results of the present study showed that the consequences of adopting these
strategies were horizontal and vertical impact, scientific exchange, executive management, and qualitative and
quantitative development.

Conclusion: The main motivation of the members to participate in environmental NGOs is environmental
concerns. To achieve this, members are interested in establishing or joining an NGO to develop inter-group
and intra-group relationships so that they can provide the necessary framework for changing behaviors and
reducing or solving environmental problems. In addition, studying the reasons and motivations of members to
participate in environmental NGOs can provide mechanisms for attracting others to develop and expand these
organizations.

Keywords: Environmental concerns, Climate change, Energy, Community-Based Organizations (CBOSs)
Participation, Data theory.
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