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Crimes against the Environment in International Law
Mohsen Abdollahi, I.L.M.
Instructor, Environmental Sciences Research Institute, Shahid Beheshti
University
Many years ago, it was recognised by criminal law that
certain serious breaches of environmental law are
considered as crimes. But in international law this
approach has been followed only after the acceptance
of two facts: the erga omnes character of some
environmental obligations; and the inefficiency of
existing rules of state responsibility. In international
law, a crime against the environment can be studied
both on the inter-State and individual levels. On the
first level, a study of the law of State responsibility
shows that, principally, the concept of environmental
crimes of States has not been recognised because the
criminal responsibility of States has not been recognised
at all. On the second level we have to distinguish between
war and peacetime. In war, the law of armed conflicts
by imposing high thresholds, has recognised the “serious
breaches” of its’ relevant obligations that protect the
environment during armed conflicts as an international
ctime in the form of a war ctime. By contrast, in
peacetime we are not faced with any positive rule of
international law in this regard. However, a perusal of
international conventions that have been adopted for
the preservation of the envitonment proves that the
international community has gradually recognised certain
setious breaches of environmental law as serious crimes
of international concern. This recognition is a prelude
to an international consensus regarding the presumption
of such breaches as an “international crime”.

Keywords: Environment, environmental law, crime.
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