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Fig. 1- Analytical model of the research
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Table 2. Calculated reliability of variables
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Table 3. Descriptive results of marital status and level of education of respondents
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Table 4. Variable statistics of environmental concerns
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Fig. 2- Approximatly location of the mean environmental concern score on the rating range
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Table 5. Descriptive results of the independent variables
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Fig. 3- Approximate location of the mean of the independent variables on the rating range
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Table 6. Results of Pearson correlation coefficient between independent variables and environmental concerns
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Table 7- Results of calculating correlation coefficient of independent variables
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Table 8. Results of the regression test
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Introduction: The concept of environmental concern has been studied for many years with various theoretical
backgrounds in the social sciences and psychology. In recent years, however, this concept has been separated
from other concepts related to the environment and is considered a variable consisting of objective and
subjective concepts and has horizontal and vertical dimensions. The present study investigated the relationship
between several social factors and constructive components of the horizontal dimension of environmental
concerns based on Schaffrin's theory, which includes emotional stimulus, the cognitive component, behavioral
will, and practical behavior dimensions.

Material and methods: This paper is an applied and cross-sectional research, which has been done by survey
method and its data was collected with questionnaires. Also, it is a correlational research and tests the
relationship between variables by calculation of correlation coefficients. The statistical population of the
research was the University of Tabriz’s students and its target sample was 387 that was determined by
Cochran's formula and the quotas of all university faculties were examined using sampling. Data collection
tools were the standard environmental attitude, social capital, and life satisfaction questionnaires. Data analysis
was performed with SPSS software.

Results and discussion: The research findings showed that the environmental concern of students of the
University of Tabriz was 37.17, which was more than the average obtainable score. The findings also showed
that the environmental literacy variable with a standard coefficient of 0.281 had a significant relationship with
students' environmental concerns, but the two variables of social satisfaction and social capital did not have a
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significant effect on the environmental concerns.

Conclusion: The type and extent of environmental concerns of individuals depend on their level of knowledge
about the peripheral processes of their living environment, so one of the most important factors in
environmental protection is increasing the knowledge and ecological literacy of individuals.

Keywords: Environmental concerns, Schaffrin, Ecological literacy, Practical behavior.
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