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Abstract

As water resources become scarcer, trans-boundary water
conflicts between countries located in the shared basins are
increasing in frequency and intensity. The main challenge in
these conflicts, especially in the arid and semi-arid regions of
the world, is water sharing. The relevant international law and
rules for trans-boundary waters include the Helsinki Rules, the
UNECE Water Convention, the UN Watercourse Convention
and the Berlin Rules. A brief review of research studies
indicates that this set of documents has not been compared
comprehensively taking into consideration water use
provisions for implementation in the region. In this paper, the
historical background, provisions and commentaries of the
aforementioned documents as well as their strengths and
weakness have been analytically discussed. The comparative
study confirms that both important principles of “equitable and
reasonable participation” and “obligation not to cause
significant harm” have been considered in all of the relevant
instruments and the results show that the 1997 UN
Watercourse Convention is the most appropriate and equitable
alternative for implementation in the region, including in Iran.

Keywords: Trans-boundary rivers, International water law,
Water sharing, Equitable use.
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1 Absolute Territorial Sovereignty

2 Harmon Doctrine

3 Absolute Territorial Integrity

4 Limited Territorial Sovereignty

5 Oder

6 Zarumilla
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(UNECE, 1992)

13 The UN Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational
Uses of International Watercourses (ILC, 1997)

14'The Berlin Rules on Water Resources'

15 No Significant Harm

16 Madrid Declaration (ILL, 1911)

17 Salzburg Resolution (ILL, 1961)

18 Equitable and Reasonable Utilization

19 Dubrovnik Statement (ILA, 1956)

20 New York Resolution (ILA, 1958)

21 Reasonable and Equitable

22 Beneficial Uses

23 The Most Productive Use

24 International Law Commission

%5 International Watercourse

%6 Agreement on the Cooperation for the Sustainable
Development of the Mekong River Basin

27'The Revised ILA Rules on Equitable and Sustainable
Uses in the Management of Waters'

28'The Berlin Rules on Water Resources'
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